In the current international context, diplomacy is perhaps the only way to resolve disputes that influence the evolution and development of diplomatic relations. In order to maintain a stable climate, supporting and promoting diplomatic relations by promoting economic, cultural and educational components is a factor in building and then ensuring stability and peace.
In the opinion of professors Ion M. Anghel and A. Maresca, "the existence of diplomatic relations is a normal state of relations between two states; they suppose the existence of a state of peace and cooperation in various fields, the relations being, by definition, instruments of peace between the respective states [2: p. 495]; so it involves even a minimal relationship of understanding and collaboration" [14: p. 48 ].
In the book Diplomatic and Consular Law, Professor D. Nastase emphasizes that "one of the defining objectives of diplomatic activity is the peaceful settlement of disputes that occur between states. The diplomatic path is the way of using the compromise to avoid the use of force" [3: p. 19].
In this context, the approach and analysis of the diplomatic relations between Romania and the Swiss Confederation can be understood. (Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft in German, Confédération suisse in French).
"Switzerland is a specific case in the European political landscape because of its departure from the dominant political model based on the majority representative democracy. The Swiss exception is characterized by: a) direct consultation of the population through referendum and popular initiative; b) the absence of the power-opposition and governance division based on collegiality in government and consensus in parliament; c) federal organization that assigns reduced administrative responsibilities at central level and extended at local level (cantonal and communal) [4: p. 1].
Evolution of the Swiss Confederation
The current territory of the Swiss Confederation has been inhabited since ancient times by the Germanic tribes of the Helvetians, being integrated in the 11 th century into the Roman-German Empire [5] . The representatives of the Cantons of Uri, Schwyz and Unterwald signed the Waldtatten Alliance Letter in 1291, opposing the influence of Austria, because in 1315, in the battle of Morgarten, the Swiss people would defeat the Habsburgs.
In 1648, the Treaty of Westphalia recognizes Switzerland's neutrality and independence from the Holy Roman Empire.
The French troops conquered Switzerland in 1798. In 1815, the Congress of Vienna restored Switzerland's independence and its neutrality policy [10] . On August 7, 1815, the Swiss cantons signed a federal pact limiting federation's competence to issues regarding ensuring public order and foreign policy coordination.
The first Swiss Constitution was adopted in 1848 and regulated the organization of the modern Federal State.
The current Constitution of the Swiss Confederation was approved on April 18, 1999, by popular vote and entered into force on January 1, 2000, thus repealing the Constitution of 1874.
According to the Constitution, the Swiss Confederation is a federal republic.
The The President of the Federal Council is also President of the Confederation with a one-year mandate. In accordance with art. 174 of the current Constitution of the Swiss Confederation: "The federal council is the governing authority and the supreme executive of the Confederation" 2 , having competencies such as: cooperation with cantons, supervision of the federal administration, while supervising the observance of federal law. The federal administration is divided into departments and is headed by the Federal Council. The federal system is organized on three levels: federation, cantons, and villages, each with its competencies [4: p. 58].
According to art. 3 of the Constitution, the cantons are sovereign "to the extent that their sovereignty has not been limited by the federal constitution; exercises all rights not delegated to the Confederation". Thus, the cantons participate in the federal decision-making process, but also in the drafting of legislation. Cantons apply federal law, respecting their autonomy, so that according to art. 46 of the Constitution of the Swiss Confederation: "the confederation leaves the cantons a wide margin of maneuver as far as possible and takes into account their peculiarities". Moreover, cantons are allowed to conclude conventions with each other, having the statute and the right to set up joint institutions. Cantons have the right to conclude treaties with foreigners in the areas within their competence 3 . Article 49 of the Constitution of the Swiss Confederation states that "federal law is superior to cantonal law, which would be contrary to it". At each canton, a Constitution is adopted, which is guaranteed and protected by the Confederation. Municipalities (about 2,600 in total, including cities / municipalities of about 300) have the competence to manage local transport, schools, public utilities, construction, local taxes [4: p. 58]. Cantonal law guarantees the autonomy of municipalities.
The Swiss Confederation is a model to follow in the application of the principle of subsidiarity, a principle of administrative law that "specifies that a task should be delegated to the higher level only if it cannot be achieved effectively at the lower level. Effective distribution of tasks between the Confederation, cantons and communes is the foundation of Swiss federalism" [13] .
The Swiss Confederation has adopted a fair equalization system, which regulates the distribution of costs between low-financial and lowcapacity municipalities. Article 135 of the Constitution of the Swiss Confederation on the "Equalization of Financial Resources and Tasks", obliges cantons with a high level of resources to contribute, alongside the Federation, to funds for the equalization of financial resources, meant to:
 mitigate the differences in financial capacities of cantons;  guarantee the cantons a minimum level of financial resources;  encourage co-operation between cantons in equalizing tasks [13] . The political system is modelled in the following directions: direct democracy, federalism, volunteering (Milizsystem), cultural and linguistic diversity [12] . Thus, Swiss citizens can decide through the following tools:
 das Wahlrecht -the right to vote or to be elected -every four years, candidates for Parliament are voted;
 das Stimmrecht -decisions that are taken approximately 4 times a year;
 das Initiativenrecht -the right to initiative;  das Referendum -the right to referendum [12] .
Establishment of diplomatic relations between Romania and the Swiss Confederation
On [5] .
The economic diplomacy provides an efficient framework for institutional cooperation with the basic objectives: to promote the economic objectives of Romania abroad, and to attract foreign investments in Romania.
The economic cooperation is governed by the following agreements:  1972 -the Free Trade Agreement between the Swiss Confederation and the European Communities;
 1993 -the Agreement on the promotion and reciprocal protection of investments [5] ;
 1994 -the Convention between Romania and the Swiss Confederation on the avoidance of double taxation on income and wealth tax;
 1999 -the Bilateral agreements I Switzerland -EU, aimed at regulating the free movement of persons, air transport, land transport, agriculture, technical barriers in international trade, public procurement, research and development; [6] .
The "Year of Romania in Switzerland" (2015) was marked by a series of projects promoting Romanian culture, tourism and the economy.
As a result of the 2000 census, about 20,000 people were declared Romanian citizens, and Romanian is the 27 th of the 50 languages spoken in Switzerland [5] .
The diplomatic relations between the two states have an ascendant trend supported by the projects carried out after 1989, with visible implications on the Romanian economic and cultural environment. 
